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The Adaptech Research Project Forges Ahead
The Adaptech Research Project continues to be in the forefront of empirical research concerning access to computer and other campus instructional technologies for individuals with disabilities in Canadian higher education. We recently published our latest study: Computer and Information Technologies: Resources for the Postsecondary Education of Students with Disabilities (Fichten et al., 2001). With an 80% return rate among public colleges and universities, this project focussed on the views of the campus professionals who provide disability-related supports to students with disabilities. We examined the growing number of issues involved in accommodating the computer-related needs of students with disabilities in a period of rapid growth in campus-wide technology integration. The full report is available in English in the publications section of our web site (http://www.adaptech.org). The Executive Summary is available in both English and French. 

On the heels of this study, we received word that we are short listed and invited to submit a full application to the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Initiative on the New Economy (INE) Research Alliances Program. If selected, we will embark on a large-scale research program that will have three components. First, we will validate a scale that institutions can use to measure the technological accessibility of their campuses for individuals with disabilities. Second, we will look at the unique needs of faculty and staff with disabilities who, too, must deal with an ever-increasing proliferation of technology in their day-to-day work. Finally, we will analyze institutional and government policies that speak to technology integration in higher education to determine to what degree issues of accessibility for individuals with disabilities are addressed. We are also involved in another short listed SSHRC INE initiative where we will look at the accessibility of campus-based online learning. 

Broadening our focus, we are currently examineing Quebec’s junior/community college (cegep) students with disabilities. In one investigation we are examining what happened to students who registered in a large college since 1990 and who have subsequently left the institution. Did they graduate? Are they working? Are they pursuing university or other schooling? If the answer is no to either or both, why is this the case? The second study is evaluating the current state of affairs for cegep students with disabilities. Here we are looking at factors that are helping or hindering their ability to succeed in Quebec’s college system.

It is understood that the success of our past, current, and future research relies heavily on a strong partnership with CADSPPE. Jane Drover – President (Mount Allison University), Joan Wolforth (McGill University), Pierre Laliberte (University of Victoria), Alice Havel (Dawson College), and scores of others continually give generously of their time and energy as we all work toward increased accessibility to postsecondary education. 

For more information or to get involved, contact any of the project’s co-directors: Catherine Fichten (catherine.fichten@mcgill.ca), Maria Barile (maria.barile@mail.mcgill.ca), or Jennison Asuncion (asuncion@alcor.concordia.ca). You can also visit us at (http://www.adaptech.org).
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