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In developing the Disciplines Coding Manual, two researchers reviewed a 
sample of the responses and noted commonalities that emerged. These findings 
were then used as the basis for the creation of nine discipline categories. The five categories used by Homes (2005) to classify university studies were used as a basis, and additional codes to reflect community/junior college fields were added. Two coders independently classified each of the responses according to these categories. In 
cases where ambiguity existed (for example, where a student reported being 
registered in a program leading to a Bachelor of Science and who 
simultaneously indicated an intention to pursue Dentistry), disciplines were 
coded based on their current program of study only. Additionally, when a 
respondent listed more than one program of study, only the primary 
discipline was considered. The coders then met to discuss any remaining discrepancies until all response codes were agreed upon. 
"Positives Scale" Study

The reliability of coding was assessed according the following inter-rater reliability formula: Inter-Rater Agreement (%) = 2 (Number of Coder 1 and Coder 2 Agreements) / (Number of codes recorded by Coder 1 + Number of codes recorded by Coder 2). Inter-rater agreement calculations are based on (a) a total of 1412 Positives Scale codes. Mean inter-rater agreement was 88%. A second measure of inter-rater reliability, Cohen’s kappa, was computed to take into account agreement occurring by chance. The Kappa coefficient was 0.86. These reliabilities represent substantial agreement between the two raters. 
e-Learning Study

The reliability of coding was assessed according the following inter-rater reliability formula: Inter-Rater Agreement (%) = 2 (Number of Coder 1 and Coder 2 Agreements) / (Number of codes recorded by Coder 1 + Number of codes recorded by Coder 2). Inter-rater agreement calculations are based on (a) a total of 277 e-learning codes.

Mean inter-rater agreement was 79%. A second measure of inter-rater reliability, Cohen’s kappa, was computed to take into account agreement occurring by chance. Kappa coefficient was 0.74. These reliabilities represent substantial agreement between the two raters. 
[image: image1.wmf]Discipline Coding Manual for College and University Studies

Code 

Category Name

Description

1

Business

accounting, management, administration, marketing (also including advertising), 

transport logistics, public administration, business writing, natural resource 

management, office administration, public policy

2

Social Sciences

psychology, sociology, geography, environmental studies, disability studies, women 

studies, aboriginal studies, counselling/education psychology, economics 

3

Arts and 

Humanities

History, languages, literature, arts, philosophy, religion, communications (including 

writing, drama and other forms of expressive arts)

4

Science and 

Engineering

architecture and engineering, chemistry, agriculture, biology, biostatistics, math, 

structure, rehabilitation, industrial design, natural resources, BSc., statistics, 

zoology

5

Upgrading and 

Continuing 

Education

adult learning program, computer training (learning how to use excel and word - not 

computer and information technology but basic skills), upgrading, grade 12, non-

credit continuing education courses, adult literacy education program, counselling 

(at Red River Community College), certificate career development

6

Professional 

Programs

programs that prepare you for professional work, most of which end with 

certification or entry into a professional body: bachelor of education, law, nursing, 

social work

7

Computer and 

Information 

Technology

information technology, graphic arts, multimedia design, computer science, 

information management, computer technician, software engineering, anything with 

the word microsoft, animation, bureautique et hypermedia

8

Career or 

technical 

program

disciplines that prepare you for direct entry positions, training is in a college not a 

university, degrees are college degrees and there are no university disciplines, no 

computer and information technology disciplines,such as educational assistant, 

funeral director, tourism, special care counselling, translator, vetrinary technician, 

administration assistant, medical archives, book keeping, counselling (at a college), 

social service at college, community recreation leadership training 

9

Other

undecided, interdisciplinary, I don't know
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1

Business

accounting, management, administration, marketing (also including advertising), 
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		Discipline Coding Manual for College and University Studies

		Code		Category Name		Description

		1		Business		accounting, management, administration, marketing (also including advertising), transport logistics, public administration, business writing, natural resource management, office administration, public policy

		2		Social Sciences		psychology, sociology, geography, environmental studies, disability studies, women studies, aboriginal studies, counselling/education psychology, economics

		3		Arts and Humanities		History, languages, literature, arts, philosophy, religion, communications (including writing, drama and other forms of expressive arts)

		4		Science and Engineering		architecture and engineering, chemistry, agriculture, biology, biostatistics, math, structure, rehabilitation, industrial design, natural resources, BSc., statistics, zoology

		5		Upgrading and Continuing Education		adult learning program, computer training (learning how to use excel and word - not computer and information technology but basic skills), upgrading, grade 12, non-credit continuing education courses, adult literacy education program, counselling (at Red River Community College), certificate career development

		6		Professional Programs		programs that prepare you for professional work, most of which end with certification or entry into a professional body: bachelor of education, law, nursing, social work

		7		Computer and Information Technology		information technology, graphic arts, multimedia design, computer science, information management, computer technician, software engineering, anything with the word microsoft, animation, bureautique et hypermedia

		8		Career or technical program		disciplines that prepare you for direct entry positions, training is in a college not a university, degrees are college degrees and there are no university disciplines, no computer and information technology disciplines,such as educational assistant, funeral director, tourism, special care counselling, translator, vetrinary technician, administration assistant, medical archives, book keeping, counselling (at a college), social service at college, community recreation leadership training

		9		Other		undecided, interdisciplinary, I don't know






